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NEH award 

The National Endowment for the Humanities has granted the CBDB project 
a two year award to develop computational methods of extracting 
biographical data from Chinese texts. The grant will formally begin in 
September 2009, building on procedures the Harvard and Beida teams 
developed during 2008-2009 with support from Harvard University. 
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The China Biographical Database is an online relational database with 
biographical information about approximately 40,000 individuals as of July 
2008, primarily from the seventh through fourteenth centuries. The data is 

http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=k16229&pageid=icb.page76535（第 1／4 页）2009-6-3 18:29:33

http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=k16229&login=yes
http://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.skin4103.files/vb/#isites-scale-portal-content
http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=k16229&pageid=icb.page76535&pageContentId=icb.pagecontent497191&state=maximize
javascript:openpopup('http://isites.harvard.edu:80/icb/icb.do?keyword=k16229&amp;state=popup&amp;topicid=icb.topic566389&amp;view=view&amp;viewParam_popupFromPageContentId=icb.pagecontent497191','800','600')
http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=k16229&pageid=icb.page76535&pageContentId=icb.pagecontent264635&state=maximize
javascript:openpopup('http://isites.harvard.edu:80/icb/icb.do?keyword=k16229&amp;state=popup&amp;topicid=icb.topic221728&amp;view=view.do&amp;viewParam_popupFromPageContentId=icb.pagecontent264635','800','600')


Home § China Biographical Database Project (CBDB)

meant to be useful for statistical and spatial analysis as well as serving as 
a kind of biographical reference.  
 
The long term goal of CBDB is systematically to include all significant 
biographical material from China’s history and to make the contents 
available free of charge, without restriction, for academic use. CBDB is 
currently adding more Song period biographies.  
 
CBDB originates with the work of Robert M. Hartwell (1932 – 1996). 
Professor Hartwell bequeathed his estate, including the first version of this 
database, to the Harvard-Yenching Institute.  
 
The development of CBDB is now a joint project of the Fairbank Center for 
Chinese Studies at Harvard University, the Institute of History and 
Philology of Academia Sinica, and the Center for Research on Ancient 
Chinese History at Peking University.  
 
The CBDB Steering Committee is responsible for oversight:   
Peter K. Bol, Harvard University (chair)  
Deng Xiaonan, Center for Research on Ancient Chinese History, Peking 
University  
Michael A. Fuller, University of California at Irvine  
Robert P. Hymes, Columbia University  
Lau Nap-yin, Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica 
Liu Cheng-yun, Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica 
Zhang Xiqing, Center for Research on Ancient Chinese History, Peking 
University  
 
The data inputting system is currently online. We expect the reporting 
system, to go live in the fall of 2008. Both systems have been developed 
by Tudor Technical Service for the Institute of History and Philology, 
Academia Sinica. 
 
 
Inputting and Reporting Systems
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The CBDB reporting system allows for queries of the entire database using 
multiple variables. Eventually these pages will be bilingual. Note: the 
reporting system is still being refined. Changes are made on a regular 
basis. If something does not work as expected please contact us. Click 
here to enter the Querying and Reporting System.  
 
You may enter the online inputting system for CBDB by logging in as 
GUEST (no password required) at the CBDB inputting site. This will allow 
you to see how data is entered, view the codes, and review information on 
any person in the database. --you will not be able to save changes or 
delete data -- use the buttons and links on the page. If you use the enter 
key or the forward and back buttons on your browser you may be logged 
off, in which case simply log on again. 

Add Your Data to CBDB
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See how you can add your data to CBDB 

Experiment with adding biographical data to CBDB. You will have to figure 
it out yourself (until we write the help files in Fall 2008), but you will be 
able to see how it works. You will be able to enter data and change what 
you have entered, but  not change someone else's entries. To try it out 
you need a password which you can obtain by emailing a request to CHEN 
Song.

ClusterMap
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